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Alphons Eder-Street Musician

Alphons Eder, my great grandfather was a street musician in London in the 
middle of the 19th century.  All that I knew, as a youngster, was that he 
played in a “German band” - what instrument he played I have no idea, 
and none of my cousins appear to recall either.  Alphons described himself 
as an Austrian, but had actually been born in Slovenia. He had made his 
way to England  in the 1850s,  spent two years on a Royal Navy sailing 
vessel, travelling to the Americas and back again before finally settling in 
London where he pursued his lifelong career, providing music in the 
streets of that city.

Alphons was born in Laibach in 1837, the son of Franz Anton Eder a 
master tailor in that town and his wife Elizabeth. Alphons was baptised 
Joseph Alphons on 12th February 1837 in the Catholic church of St. 
James, the day after he was born. The Baptismal certificate shows that the 
family were living at 109 Rosengasse, in the parish of St. James (usually 
written St. Jakob) and his Godparents were Joseph Kattauer, a tailor and 
Joseph Hudzelmann, a master cutter.  The religion of Franz Eder is shown 

as Evangelisch or Lutheran.
   

Laibach, the capital of Slovenia, and at that time 
part of the Hapsburg Empire of Austria-
Hungary, later reverted to its former name of 
Ljubljana.  Settlement in the areas around the 
Ljubljana Gap dates back thousands of years.  
Legend has it the beginnings of the ancient 
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settlement of Emona (Ljubljana) date back to the occasion when Jason a 
hero of Greek mythology, and his Argonauts were returning home with the 
Golden Fleece.  It is believed that they sailed up the Danube and Sava 
rivers and along the River Ljubljanca, then took their ship Argo overland 
through the Postojnan Gap and down to the Adriatic Sea.  On top of the 
Ljubljana’s Castle Hill the remains of a permanent settlement from the 
period of the Urnfield cultures (circa 1200 BC) have been discovered. 

SLOVENIA
Whilst in the modern sense, Slovenia is one of the newest nation states, 
having been established in 1991 when it broke away from the Yugoslav 
federation, the people, language and culture date back more than two 
thousand years. 
Other nations and empires have dominated the Slovene people for much of 
its history, but in most recent times the long four hundred-year domination 
by the Hapsburg dynasty of Austria-Hungary has been the most significant. 
Although the short four year period when the country was part of the 
Illyrian  Province under Napoleonic France, also left its mark .
The Slovene language has survived as a separate ethnic entity, despite the 
fact that for most of the Hapsburg years, the official language was German. 
The national language and culture was oppressed in an attempt to curb 
latent nationalism.  As is normal in these circumstances, the oppression for 
the most part fanned the flames of nationalism. 
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THE EDER FAMILY IN 
LAIBACH
Franz Eder was a master tailor living 
in Rose Lane (the literal 
interpretation of Rosengrasse, in the 
parish of St James (spelled Jakob in 
German) in Laibach.  He was 
presumably a reasonably prosperous 
man and has a relatively large family. 
Families with the surname Eder had 
been established in the town for 
many years, and a bearer of that 
name Gabriel Eder had been 
burgomaster or Chief Magistrate 
there in 1676.  Earlier there are 
records of Henrik Eder, a saddler by trade who owned property in a 
fashionable part of the town, and before that, in 1631 Janez Eder, also a 
saddler is recorded as having bequeathed several properties in the town to 
his widow. 
Although it would appear that Franz Eder was a native of the city, we do 
not know when or where Franz married his wife Elizabeth Bader. The 
ceremony did not take place in Ljubljana, as there is no trace of a marriage 
for them in any of the city’s churches. Their first child also named Franz 
was born in 1830. Their next child was Jacob Maximilian born in 1832. 
Joseph Alphons was next in 1837, followed by Maria in 1839, Mathilde in 
1841 and Augusta in 1844. All of these children were baptised in the parish 
church of Saint James. 
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CENSUS ENTRIES
The census taken in Ljubljana in 1837 did not show the name of the street 
that the family was living in, however they were in the parish of St. James. 
The census showed that Franz was born in 1810 and Maria in 1809, 
however their places of birth is not shown. 
Also listed were their children Alphons, Augusta, Franz, Jacob, 
Maximillian, Maria and Mathilda. 
The next census available was that taken on the 31st October 1857. 
By this time Franz had been widowed, Maria having died of cholera in 
October 1847. There is a Rosina Eder shown as his spouse, she was born 
in 1827, which makes her some 17 years younger than Franz. We have not 
been able to identify a marriage for Franz to Rosina in any of the Laibach 
parishes.
Also still at home were the children Max, Alphons, Maria and Augusta, all 
noted as being children of the first marriage. Mathilde is not listed, and it 
may well be that she was married by that time and therefore not living at 
home. 
Also living in the house was Anton Danelow, an assistant tailor and 
Francesca Suntiger a housemaid. 
The census taken on 31st December 1869 carried a few more details. 
Franz Anton is shown as having been born in Laibach. 
His wife is listed as Rosina Eder and she had been born in Oudenborg, 
Hungary. 
The son Maximilian is listed as having been away from home since 1864, 
with a comment that appears to mean that he is travelling as an apprentice. 
Alphons is described as a musician, married and having left Ljubljana in 
1854, however this is at variance with the detail on the earlier census.
The daughters, 30 year old Maria and twenty-five year old Augusta are 
shown as still unmarried, living at home, and occupied in helping in the 
house. Also in the household is nine year old Maria Theresa Romer from 
Trieste, who is listed as “Pflegetochter “ (perhaps Foster daughter).  The 
relationship here is not clear. 
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JOURNEY FROM LAIBACH TO LONDON.

Joseph Alphons arrived in England sometime  between 1856, when he was 
still at home with his family and 1859 when he went on board HMS 
Ganges at Sheerness in Kent.   Obviously having been known as Alphons 
all his life this is how he appears in all British records. 
Alphons left no record of his journey to England, so we do not know if he 
spent some time on the journey, or arrived in London just before taking up 
his employment as a bandsman aboard HMS Ganges.  We can only 
surmise at the route he may have taken through Europe to England.   
The railway line between Laibach and Trieste had recently been completed 
and this may have facilitated the start of his journey in that direction.  
From Trieste there were regular ferry services to Italy and he could then 
have continued overland from there. 
However the railway also established a link to Vienna, and from there most 
of the major European cities could be reached either by rail or by road, so 
it is possible that his journey was accomplished with a combination of rail, 
road and sea travel. 
The distance from Laibach to London is something over 950 miles (over 
1500 km) depending on the route and a journey of that length, at that time 
would have taken many weeks. 
It may be  fanciful to suppose that Alphons took a route, which included 
Salzburg and then on to Frankfurt and possibly nearby Marburg where he 
could  have met his future bride, Elizabeth Dietz who had gone to 
Germany in 1854. However she was only twelve years old when Alphons 
appears  to have left Laibach in 1856. 
It may also be, that as Alphons spent the whole of his working life as a 
travelling musician, his journey from home to England took some months 
instead of weeks, especially if he was travelling with a band or other group 
of itinerant musicians, working as they went. 
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ARRIVAL IN LONDON
We are not sure when Alphons arrived in London,  the first firm date being 
his marriage in 1862 to Elizabeth.  As he has left no record of his life we 
have no means of knowing if he went to London before joining HMS 
Ganges at Sheerness in Kent, or if he went to London for the first time on 
his arrival back in England after his service with the Royal Navy.

CONTRAST WITH SLOVENIA
It is natural to think of those migrating to foreign parts from their 
homelands to be seeking a better life for themselves. And whilst the 
economic prospects for the inhabitants of Slovenia, as in many other parts 
of central Europe in the mid nineteenth century was not good, nonetheless 
to go to the overcrowded east end of London, where the prospects were not 
better, seems a strange decision for anyone to make. One can only ponder 
on the motivation, which brought this about. 
It has been estimated that due to the agricultural depression in the middle 
years of the century, over 50% of the population of Slovenia left the 
country between 1850 and 1900 

Consider the contrast between 
Laibach and London.  The 
former containing less than 
300,000, inhabitants, the later 
over one million souls, 
crammed into overcrowded 
streets and alleyways.   A short 
climb up the hill to the castle 
which overlooked Laibach, 
would provide a view to the 
Julian Alps, 50 miles or so 
away gleaming in the summer 
sunshine or snowcapped in 
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winter; a climb to the parapet surrounding the dome of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, on most days would provide no country views. Though there 
was countryside in the near vicinity of London, this was rarely visible 
being mostly concealed behind a pall of smoke from the numberless 
chimneys, atop grates burning the dirtiest of fuels- coal. Even Sydenham 
Hill, the site of the Crystal Palace which had been moved from the Great 
Exhibition of 1851, a bare eight miles distant,  was rarely visible through 
the smoke haze. The river Thames, the highway of London for a thousand 
years was no sweet flowing waterway. 

 
GERMANS BANDS
From the English records available, it would appear that Alphons spent all 
his life as a musician, but what instrument or instruments he played we do 
not know. It is reasonable to suppose that he had received some musical 
education in his home town and possibly attended the Laibach 
conservatoire of Music. 
Most family recollections of Alphons activity as a musician, was as a 
player in a German Band.  His occupation was shown as “Musician” or 
“Street Musician” in all the records that we have seen.  German Bands 
were a part of the East End street scene for decades prior to the First World 
War.  Apparently not all the members were of German descent, but all 

would no doubt have been native German speakers. 

According to a report in the Strand magazine in 
1891, the German bands in previous times had been 
recruited in Germany from unemployed agricultural 
labourers.  A “Bandmaster” would employ them, 
supplying uniforms, instruments and lodgings,plus a 
small wage, which would be increased as they 
became more competent.

The German bands for the most part played in the street, outside public 
houses and so on, but were also in demand for weddings and similar 
functions for the substantial German community living in East London. 
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Bands were also regular  interval entertainment at the various Music Halls, 
which were a venues of  entertainment enjoyed even by the poorly paid 
residents of the east end.

There was a well established 
Music Hall, “Wiltons”, in 
Wellclose Square, just a short 
distance from Mayfield Buildings 
where the Eder and Worsfold 
families lived for many years 
towards the end of the century. 
The Music Hall, said to have had 
seating for 1,500 patrons  was at 
the rear of the Prince of Denmark 
Public House, which later became 

known as the Old Mahogany Bar.  A local musician would no doubt have 
found at least occasional work there, however Wiltons closed in 1880 and 
the building later became a Wesleyan Mission Hall. In more recent times it 
has been rescued, renovated and functions once again as a playhouse.
Also  off a corner of Wellclose Square, in Ship Alley, there was the 
“Prussian Eagle” Tavern, which over the years had become a kind of 
“German Club” .   This had a well frequented dance hall on an upper floor, 
where entertainment could be found every night of the week.   It has been 
recorded than  many of the women who attended there to dance with the 
mainly seafaring males, were of German descent and the four or six  piece 
band were “street musicians”.  An article in a magazine of 1872, claimed 
that there was a notice at the entrance which said "All persons are 
requested, before entering the dancing saloon, to leave at the bar their  
pistols and knives, or any other weapon they may have about them."   This 
may well be a bit of journalese. However  Melville McNaughton, who 
retired as  Assistant Commissioner at New Scotland Yard, mentions in his 
memoirs a visit as a young constable to the Prussian Eagle  “where 
dancing was carried on by German ladies, and sailors of all nationalities,  
and where the sight of a drawn knife or two was not infrequent.”
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The German Bands entertaining in the streets of London  did not confine 
themselves  to any one locality, wandering from east to west in search of 
likely pitches and paying customers.   Naturally, from time to time they 
went  to the more salubrious suburbs or even the west end seeking 
payment for their songs.  A “Punch” cartoon of this period depicts the 
butler of a house in a fashionable square paying the musicians to go away 
rather than to play. Presumably this particular butler was not a reader of 
“The Times”.  That newspaper regularly carried letters from readers urging 
others to assert their rights in ordering street musicians away from their 
premises.  This they were entitled to do in the Metropolitan Police area, 
and any musician, singer, organ grinder and the like who failed to do so, or 
returned later, could be arrested and taken before  a magistrate.
A typical German band consisted mainly of wind instruments sometimes 
supported by a base drum.  One seven piece band of the period was 
described as three clarinetists, two french horn 
players, a trombonist and a saxophonist. This 
number, no doubt was sufficient as an 
ensemble without having to spread the takings 
too thinly.We do not know what part Alphons 
played in his band, the instrument that he 
played, or the type of music that was the 
repertoire.  Presumably they would play the 
old folk songs from the homeland when 
engaged in a German speaking function, but 
would have to be conversant with the popular 
music of the time when playing at more 
general functions and in the street. The 
dancers at the Prussian Eagle were described 
as waltzing.
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MARRIAGE AND CHILDREN
Alphons married Elizabeth Dietz, 
the daughter of a deceased German 
émigré, Balthasar Dietz at the 
Anglican Church of St. Phillips, 
Stepney on Sunday 16th March 
1862. The witnesses to the marriage 
were Sarah Dietz and Christopher 
Mallet, Elizabeth’s stepmother and 
stepbrother. 
Elizabeth Dietz was born in York 
Street, Mile End Old Town in May 1844, so was just  a little short of her 
18th birthday at the time of her marriage.  Her mother had died when she 
was two years old.  Her father, Balthasar Dietz remarried in 1851 when he 
was the proprietor of a Beer House. 
 In 1854, Balthasar left London for a journey to visit his parents in his 
home village of Nordeck in Hesse, taking the ten year old Elizabeth with 
him.  The pair did not reach Nordeck, Balthasar dying in unknown 
circumstances in Cologne.  Elizabeth continued the journey to the home of 
her Grandparents, in company with an Uncle and remained there for some 
time.  The exact length of her stay in Germany is not clear.  There are 
records of guardianship proceedings in Nordeck, but the details are not 
clear and the last entry is dated 1866, which is after the marriage of 
Elizabeth to Alphons. 
Although Alphons had been baptised in the Catholic Church of St. Jacob in 
Ljubljana, it would appear that he was not a practising catholic. The 
baptism of the Eder children in the catholic church even though their father 
was a protestant, may have been because Elizabeth Bader, their mother, 
was a catholic. 
Alphons and Elizabeth had ten children of which we are aware. 
Their first child, Alphonso who was always known as Edward was born on 
Monday 20th  July 1863 at 3 Upper Berner Street, St. George in the East 
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Elizabeth was born on Wednesday 12th July 1865 in City of London Lying 
in Hospital, City Road, Finsbury. We do not know where the family was 
living at that time. 
Augusta was born on Saturday 4th January 1868 also at City of London 
Lying in Hospital. Sadly she survived for less than three months, dying at 
the family home at 4 Mary Ann Street. 
Francis was born in December 1870 in St. George in the East. He was the 
second child to bear this name, an earlier Francis, born on 12th March 
1869, in the Lying in Hospital had died at the age of one. 
Augusta Mary was born on Tuesday 13th May 1873, again in City of 
London Lying in Hospital. By this time the family had moved to 114 
Pennington Street. 
Louisa was born on Friday 7th May 1875 in the Lying in Hospital.
Rosina was born 1877 in Pennington Street, St George in the East 
Lucy was born on Sunday 5th Oct 1879 at 114 Pennington Street, St 
George in the East, however she died on 19th February 1880.   The cause 
of death is given as Tabes mesenterica, bronchitis. 
The last child, Mary was born on 4th February 1881 and lived for only two 
weeks. The cause of  her death was shown as convulsions. 

City of London Lying in Hospital.

Elizabeth Eder had five 
confinements at the City of London 
Lying in Hospital in City Road 
Finsbury. There were four lying-in 
hospitals established in mid-18th 
century London. 
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These hospitals were principally intended for the "wives of poor 
Industrious Tradesmen or distressed House-keepers" and the wives of 
Soldiers and sailors. The large teaching hospitals did not usually admit 
women for childbirth before the late 19th century, though their medical 
students and staff delivered women in their own homes. 
The City of London Lying In Hospital, City Road, Finsbury was founded 
in 1750 for married women only. It was moved to Old Street in 1773 and 
was renamed the City of London Maternity Hospital in 1918. 
In order to qualify for admission to the hospital, women needed to be 
nominated or recommended by someone of standing with the hospital, 
usually a clergyman. The nomination entry in the hospital records for 
Elizabeth was mostly “Barnet”. This was probably Father Samuel Barnet, 
the vicar of St. Judes, Commercial Street, Whitechapel. Samuel Barnet and 
his wife Henrietta were well known in the east end, Samuel founding 
Toynbee Hall and his wife prominent in the setting up of the rather more 
up-market Hampstead Garden Suburb. The Eder family never appear to 
have actually lived in the parish of St. Jude, however there may have been 
some other connection with the church. Alphons'  brief service with the 
Navy may well have also been a qualification.

WHERE THEY LIVED
From the various documents we have examined, the family moved 
frequently in the early days of the marriage.  For 
working class families this was fairly normal in 
those days, however most of the places that they 
lived were within the proverbial stones throw of 
each other. 
In 1863, they were living at Upper Berner Street, 
just off the Commercial Road.  The family 
address is not shown on the birth certificate of 
Elizabeth born in 1865, but by 1869 they had 
moved to 4, Mary Ann Street, Stepney, a short 
distance away from Berner Street. By the 
following March they had moved to 7 Thomas 
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Place, Thomas Street, Stepney, which is just off Pell Street.
 On the 1871 census they were at 1 Pinchin Street, quite close to the 
former address in Mary Ann Street, but two years later, when Augusta May 
was born, the address was shown as 114 Pennington Street, Stepney. 
 
They appeared to have stayed in Pennington Street for a number of years, 
but on the 1891 census they are listed at St. George’s Court, off  St. 
George’s Street, Stepney, the former notorious Ratcliffe Highway.   On the 
1901 census, Alphons is shown as living with his daughter Elizabeth and 
her family at 13 Mayfield buildings, where he was still residing in 1911 
and at the time of his death in 1914. 

Although we know these addresses, with the exception of Mayfield 
Buildings, it is very difficult to establish what kind of accommodation they 
had.  Very few descriptions of the streets of Whitechapel and Stepney have 
survived, and in any case, being spread over a thirty odd year period, the 
streets could have changed during that time. 
Housing for the most part in the East End was of poor quality, even by the 
standards of the time, but rents were relatively high. Rooms were small but 
nevertheless, it was not common for a family, no matter how large, to 
occupy a whole house to themselves.  Mostly two or three rooms were all 
they could afford. Working class families often had very few belongings, 
so moving from one set of rooms to another presented no great difficulty.  
A borrowed costermonger's handcart or horse-drawn van easily 
accommodated the meagre possessions of the average East End family.  
"Moonlight flits" were the norm for those behind with the rent. 
Because of the itinerant nature of Alphons’ occupation, one must suppose 
that they could move at will, without this affecting his earning capacity.  
Most of their addresses were in what could vaguely be called the 
Whitechapel area, a cosmopolitan district, containing many nationalities.
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In the latter half of the nineteenth century, horse-drawn vehicles abounded, 
and there was still a hay market in Whitechapel every Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday until 1928 
The Harrington brothers, Albert and Bob, were both hay carters and had a 
regular route from their home in Epping, bringing hay up to the 
Whitechapel Hay market. No doubt this was where they met the two Eder 
sisters, whom they subsequently married and who were probably working 
in the vicinity. 
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LIFE IN 19TH CENTURY LONDON

The east end of London in the latter half of the nineteenth century has been 
very fully documented.  From J. Hollinghead’s “ Ragged London in 1861” 
through to Jack London’s “People of the Abyss’ of 1902, with “Children of 
the Jago” by Arthur Morrison and numerous reports and newspaper series 
and social histories and surveys in between. In addition, the literally 
thousands of books about the Whitechapel murders of “Jack the Ripper’, 
most of which contained graphic illustrations of living conditions in the 
area. Of course not all the murders took place in Whitechapel. 
Hollingshead commenced his chapter on the area by sneeringly referring to 
“Blackchapel” and “St. George in the dirt”. This totally ignored the fact 
that at that time, dirt was a fact of life for rich and poor alike, east end or 
west end.  Even the wealthiest then washed less frequently than the most 
water shy schoolboy of today.  The streets were laden with horse manure 
in between any heavy rains, and the air was thick with smoke and fog. 
Little wonder then that the dress for most people was dark in colour, even 
if it does not start out that way.  As today, then, writers about the east end 
were not inclined to let facts get in the way of a story,  so preferred to 
dwell on dark, ill-lit alleyways and courtyards, swarming with dirty, semi-
naked street urchins. The inhabitants of these ghetto-like areas  were 
generally portrayed as thieves and prostitutes or those not a great deal 
better. Here and there arc brief mentions of “respectable families” and in 
some instances “respectable streets’’, but the implication always is that 
they are in a very small minority. 

Observations were also coloured by the racial 
and other prejudices of the time.  Irish 
cockneys were invariably “drunken”,  Jews 
“sly” and  German and Russian  migrants “evil 
looking”. The opinions of local police officers 
were often quoted with scant recognition of the 
built in bias of the profession, which saw crime 
and criminals everywhere. 
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Little notice is taken, of what should have been patent fact, borne out by 
the information gained in the ten yearly censuses. Street after street of 
families where the adult members of the household had jobs or followed a 
trade. Admittedly the burglar is not going to tell the census taker that he is 
a thief, but it is fanciful to suppose that the average burglar was a family 
man, as patently the vast majority of male adults were. 
However, all these contain for the most part, generalisations coupled with 
specific instances of particularly horrific circumstances in which some 
families lived which were often written in order to postulate a particular 
point of view.  Hollingshead and London were both essentially newspaper 
reporters and  their writings were aimed at a particular audience. Other 
writers, social reformers, clergymen working in the area, and the like, all 
had their particular axe to grind. 
So all these generalised writings are of little help in trying to establish how 
and in what circumstances our own families lived and managed to thrive in 
the overcrowded poverty and destitution that was the lot of most of the 
inhabitants of the east end. 

Yes, there was darkness. Gas street lamps, where they existed, provided 
little illumination in narrow streets. alleyways and courtyards.  In many 
streets, the only light was provided by the flaring lamps in the doorways 
and rooms of the public houses, beacons to the only places of cheer and 
warmth in a miserable and cold world. 
Oil lamps and candles lighted most households. Few houses had an 
internal water supply, even by the end of the century. For the most part 
water came from standpipes and pumps shared by a whole street. 
The lack of a regular supply of wholesome water, was a problem for 
everyone. The last great cholera outbreak had been in 1856 but it was not 
until two years later that John Snow was able to prove the connection 
between the disease and infected water supplies 
Foods for most part was sold loose and in “penny packets”  from open 
shops and street stalls in a way that is regarded as being unhygienic and 
unacceptable today, except in third world countries.
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Clothing was generally rough and poorly made in ‘sweated’ workshops, 
and many, because of poor wages, could only afford second-hand clothes 
purchased from the pawnshops or the stalls in Petticoat Lane or Rosemary 
Lane. Barefoot children were common even in the coldest winters. 
The only real evidence as far as our own families are concerned, lies in the 
accommodation shown on the various censuses.  In 1891. Alphons, his son 
Edward and the three unmarried daughters shared 2 rooms in a 4-roomed 
house in St. George’s Court, off St. George’s Street. The occupiers of the 
other two rooms were a Cheshire born dock labourer and his Irish wife in 
one, and a single twenty-nine year old Carman from Wapping and his three 
unmarried sisters in the other. 
In 1881, however, Alphons, his wife and six children had occupied the 
whole of a four-bedroomed house at 114 Pennington Street.  His 
neighbours were the Worsfolds on one side and a Norwegian dock labourer 
and his family on the other. 
Prior to this they had lived in various four-roomed houses at the addresses 
we have mentioned, but we have no means of knowing how many rooms 
they occupied at any one time. 
The occupation of the whole of the house in Pennington Street in 1881 
implies that at this time at least, the family was in receipt of a reasonable 
income, albeit the older children were employed, and could thus contribute 
to the household. 
There is no evidence of the income that Alphons earned as a street 
musician.  In one of the surveys carried out at this time, a street musician 
told a researcher that it was not uncommon for members of German bands 
to earn in the region of three pounds a week.  That was a substantial 
income for this time, and well above that being earned by dockworkers 
and other labourers.  The reduction to occupying only two rooms in 1891 
may have indicated a lessening in circumstances or earning power at that 
time.  However it seemed that throughout his working life Alphons 
supported his family well and avoided the terrors of the workhouse.
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CHILDREN 

Alphonso (Edward) Eder 
The first child of Alphons and Elizabeth was born in 1863 and as far as we 
know he did not marry.  He died in 1922 in St. George in the East. 
Although Edward was not a musician, his nieces recall that he played the 
violin well.
It is also recalled that he once visited Trieste some time in the 1920s or 
perhaps during his military service and there met with members of his 
father’s family who had a business there.
On the 1881 census, at the age of 17, his occupation is shown as a coconut 
matting weaver.
Edward served in the Royal Marines Light Infantry from 1883 to 1895
Awarded the Egyptian Medal in 22 October 1886 and Khedive Star the 
following year.  This shows that his service included some time in Egypt 
and the Sudan during the so called Egyptian campaign, and most likely at 
the Battle of Tofrek which resulted in the death of “Gordon of Khartoum” 

Edward is listed on the 1891 census as a Private in Royal Marines Light 
Infantry attached to HMS Duke of Wellington, but not actually on board.

Edward reenlisted  after a five year break from military service and joined 
the  Royal Rifle Reserve Regiment in May 1900 on a one year 
engagement, later extended.  He  was in Gibraltar by May 1901.  Edward 
sustained an injury aboard SS Duneera on 11th  April 1904, spent four days 
in hospital. finally left the Army to pension  in 1908.

In 1911 he is living with his father at 13 Mayfield Building and the census 
lists his occupation as a Meat Porter.  He is also listed as a widower on the 
census, although we have not been able to identify a marriage at any time 
and there is no reference to a marriage on his Army record.

Edward  again re-enlisted in the army in 1917 for the period of the 
1914/1918 war.
He died in 1922 in Stepney.
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Elizabeth Eder the eldest daughter, born in 1865, married William 
Worsfold at the age of 20 and lived to the age of 91. Elizabeth was also 
shown as a matting weaver in 1881 at the age of 15. She and William were 
married on 18th August 1885 when Elizabeth was 20 and was 28 years old. 
They went on to have nine children.
 In 1891 they were living at 112 Pennington Street and in 1901 at Mayfield 
Buildings. Elizabeth was widowed in 1916 with still four children under 
the age of 16.  She carried on working for many years and stayed at 
Mayfield Buildings until the house and the whole of the court was bombed 
in 1942.  After a brief period away from London she returned and was 
rehoused at Ring House, a block of London Council Flats, just  a short 
walk away from the court where she had spent much of  her married life. 
She remained in the same first floor flat until her death in 1956 at the age 
of 91.  A most remarkable woman who deserves a book of her own.

Augusta Eder, born in January 1868 lived for less than three months 
Francis Eder born in March 1869 died before he was two years old 
Francis Eder, always known as Frank, was born in 1871, the second child 
to bear this name.  He married Elizabeth Walsh in 1898 
Frank and Elizabeth had eight children in all, five of whom died in infancy, 
two died as teenagers and only one lived to be an adult.
In 1891 the 20 year old Frank  was shown as a cork packer on the census.  
On the 1901 census, his  occupation was then a warehouseman, and he and 
his wife were living at 91 Pennington Street, Stepney  with two year old 
John.
By 1911 they had moved to 22 Love Lane, Ratcliffe with their surviving 
sons twelve year old John and six year old William.
  Elizabeth died in 1920 and Frank remarried  the following year.  His 
second wife was Mary Johnson who is said to have had six children by a 
previous marriage.
Frank and Elizabeth’s sole surviving son William did not get on with his 
stepmother and eventually left home and joined the Army.
           Francis died in 1950. 
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Augusta Mary Eder  (Aunt Gus) was born in 1873 and married Albert 
Isaac Harrington in 1898.  They had six children. As a young woman 
Augusta also went to a work in  a mat weaving shop.  On the 1901 census 
the couple were living in Pennington Street, St. George in the East, next 
door to the McKie family and Albert was shown as a horse dealer.  They 
were still in Pennington Street in 1911.
  
Louisa Eder born in 1875 married Robert Harrington (the brother of 
Albert) in 1902. They had three children.  Louisa at the age of 16 was 
working as a shop girl.  We do not know where she was living in 1901. 
Robert and Louisa spent most of their lives in High Beeches, Loughton, 
Essex and the East End families were obviously pleased to have these 
country cousins, as they received regular visitors.  As an old man, “Uncle 
Bob” operated a coconut shy at the annual fair on the village green at 
Loughton. 
Rosina Eder always known as Rose was born in 1877. She married 
Michael Mahoney, a carman in 1899 at the Catholic Church of St. Mary 
and St. Michael, in Commercial Road.
Great aunt Rose became a midwife, and the story is that she supervised the 
births of a great number of her nephews and nieces. 
We  have been unable to identify where this couple lived in the years of 
their marriage and they do not appear to have had any children.  Rose died 
in Bethnal Green in 1953 and her death was  recorded in her original name 
of Rosina.

Lucy Eder was born in 1879 and died in the following year, and Mary 
Eder, born in 1881, lived for two weeks 
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DEATH OF ELIZABETH.
In addition to the death of the infant, Mary, 1881 also saw the death of 
Alphons' wife Elizabeth.  She died at the age of 37 on Tuesday 16th 
August 1881 in the German Hospital, Hackney 
of ptithisis pulmonum. This form of 
Tuberculosis was very common in those days 
and was sadly similar to the disease, which had 
caused the premature death of her own mother 
at the age of 23. The German Hospital had 
opened in October 1845 ‘for the reception of 
all poor Germans and others speaking the German language’. Thus 
Elizabeth qualified for treatment in this hospital.

The fifteen-year-old daughter, Elizabeth was then left to cope with being 
”mother” to her two brothers and three younger sisters.  It is likely that this 
would have required her to give up her job as a matting weaver, as the two 
youngest siblings were under five years old.  But then again they may have 
been able to make other arrangements to enable Elizabeth to continue 
working.  Next door, the widowed Catherine Keefe, mother in law of 
Henry Worsfold may well have been able to look after the youngsters 
during the day.  The Worsfold family included the twenty-four year old 
William, also a matting weaver, whom Elizabeth would go on to marry 
four years later. 
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ST GEORGE AND THE DRAGON

In his later years, having spent over half a century in England, Alphons 
would no doubt have sat on his stool, either in the yard or in the occasional 
sunshine at the front door of the house watching the comings and goings in 
the court.  His mind would inevitably have gone back to the days of his 
youth and he would have remembered the good times in his old home.

After 1895, it would not have been the 
same place that he had left, and he was 
no doubt aware of that. In that year, an 
earthquake devastated Ljubljana (still 
Laibach) and much of the present day 
city is the result of the subsequent 
rebuilding. 
The Castle dominating the city skyline 
remained for the most part unchanged, 

and the view to the Julian Alps was of course still there. But the 
devastating earthquake on night of 14th April, with several aftershocks, and 
smaller earthquakes in the weeks thereafter, left more than half of the 
residential buildings in the city demolished or ruined 
beyond repair and resulted in  some 20,000 of the 
inhabitants being homeless.
The symbol of Ljubljana is the dragon and as Alphons 
sat on his step in the parish of St George one would 
hope that whatever dragons had driven him from his 
homeland had finally been defeated. 
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DEATH OF ALPHONS

Alphons died in St. George's Infirmary on 2nd June 1914,  77 years and 
nearly one thousand miles away from his birthplace. An inquest was held 
by E.Wynne Baxter, the local coroner and the verdict was that the cause of 
death was  “Bronchitis accelerated by fall off a stool in his yard.” 
Unfortunately no record remains of the proceedings of the inquest so we 
have no knowledge of the circumstances of his fall. At the time of his 
death, Alphons was living at 13 Mayfield Buildings, presumably with his 
eldest daughter, Elizabeth and her family. 
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THE RIPPER CONNECTION

Everyone who does family history research in and around the Whitechapel 
and Stepney areas, will no doubt find a connection with some street, alley, 
pub or what have you that features in the Jack the Ripper events of 
1887/1889 
We however have perhaps more “connections” than most, even though 
some thirty years or so separate the events.  Nonetheless it is an interesting 
sidelight. 
The “Ripper” story is too familiar to require repeating, except to say that 
between 26th December 1887 and 13th February 1891, the bodies of 
twelve women were found in the Whitechapel, Aldgate, Stepney area, most 
of whom had been horribly mutilated. 
To work backwards. The coroner who presided over the inquest of 
Alphons Eder was Wynne E. Baxter, who had also carried out the inquests 
on five of the Ripper victims in 1888 and 1889, 
Elizabeth Stride the third Ripper victim was found dead in the yard at the 
rear of the International Workingmen’s Educational Club in Berner Street, 
in September 1888. The Eders had lived in Berner Street, and as this club 
catered in the main for German speaking migrants since its establishment 
in 1885, it is not unlikely that Alphons had visited, or even played there. 
Pinchin Street, where the Eders resided in 1871, 
was the location of the finding of a woman’s 
headless torso, without limbs or head in 
September 1888. This was speculated as being 
the work of Jack the Ripper, but the police tended 
to dismiss that theory, although the body was 
never identified. 
In August 1888. Martha Tabram was found murdered in George Yard 
Buildings which lies behind St. Judes Church, where the incumbent was 
Samuel Barnett previously mentioned in connection with Elizabeth Eder’s 
confinements at the Lying in Hospital. 
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Finally, the public houses of the area featured prominently in the stories of 
the various Ripper Victims. The German Bands spent most Sunday 
mornings at these venues and the nearby street markets entertaining the 
crowds of customers and onlookers. 
One can only speculate on how the  Eder family considered these events 
which occurred so uncomfortably close to where they had previously been 
living, albeit some twenty years before. 
  
  

FACT AND A PERHAPS LITTLE FICTION

In  189I Charles Booth published the results of his survey into the life of 
the poor of London. Researchers visiting every street in London had 
carried out this survey and assessed its level of poverty which was then 
copied onto a colour-coded map. Local policemen who provided 
background material usually accompanied the researchers. 
The exercise was repeated in 1896 in the same way. Whilst in South 
London, the researchers for the most part were accompanied by the local 
police sergeant, in our part of the East End, however,  it was a local Police 
Inspector who did the honours. Rather more jaundiced comments are in 
evidence from this man than those from his south London juniors. 
  
The notebooks of the researchers have survived and the comment from the 
Police Inspector from Leman Street Police station against Mayfield 
Buildings goes thus: 
"The worst place in the subdivision, not a male in the street above school 
age that has not been convicted.  Thieves, prostitutes, rough Cockney 
Irish.  Broken dirty windows, bareheaded women.  Doors open, black 
shiny doorposts, has been the bain of Princes Square, a quiet country like 
place “ 
  
This somewhat begs the question that if there were so many thieves about, 
would folk leave their front doors open and even in those days it was not a 
crime for a woman not to wear a hat! 
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In 1891 the occupants of Mayfield Buildings included: 
At Number 14 was John Wiegold a Labourer in a Tea Warehouse with his 
wife Kate, six children and his mother in law, occupying four rooms and 
Henry Aster, a dock Labourer, his wife Louise and four young children 
occupying one room. 
  
At Number 13 John Cauley and his wife in one room. An American 
seaman William Clifford and his wife and four teenage daughters in three 
rooms and William Lister a labourer and his wife and daughter in one 
room 
Number 12 a four roomed house contained William Groom and his wife 
Hannah and two children, together with Hannah’s widowed sister Rebecca 
Bragg, and her two unmarried brothers Charles and Thomas Worsfold 
Number 11 housed John Snow a general labourer, his wife Emily and three 
children with a young nephew in one room.  Charles Brown, a meat cutter 
and his wife and daughter in another room.  Seventy-year-old widow 
Emma Collins and her unmarried son, a stevedore occupied the third room 
and Johanna Sullivan, a sackmaker from Ireland, and her daughter had the 
fourth. 
Number 10 had only two rooms occupied, these by Audrey Marakiam, a 
boot finisher from Finland and Mary Jordan a widow and her boarder Erie 
Mihahel a Finnish seaman. 
Number 9 also had only two rooms occupied, wherein resided Bridget 
Brise from Ireland, together with her son and a male visitor from Ireland. 
Number 8 was a six roomed house each room being occupied by a separate 
family.  These included. Thomas Smith, a dock labourer and his tailoress 
wife and working daughter, Joseph Cummings a shoeblack, his tailoress 
wife and school age daughter, Frederick Arnold a labourer with wife and 
two children, and James Carney a Carpenter and his wife. The other two 
rooms were occupied individually by Mary Lay, a matmaker and Mary 
Budd a 60 year old tailoress. 
Number 7 also had single rooms occupied by families: the widow Alice 
Techniss a sack maker and her three children. Patrick Seeley, a general 
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labourer and his wife, Richard White who worked in the docks his wife 
Ann and four young  children and Catherine Braine a widowed  canvas 
worker and her son and daughter. 
This is not the whole court— but does this sound like the place described 
by the Police Inspector only six years later? 
The census in 1901 shows a similar story.  A snapshot of the middle 
section of the court shows:
Number 10 had William Charles a Vault Labourer with his wife and four 
children in three rooms and Cornelius Ambler, a dock labourer, his wife 
and 3 working sons in 2 rooms.
Number 11 housed Thomas Young, a docker, his wife and 5 small children 
in one room. James Caldon, labourer and wife and 4 children in one room. 
Thomas News,a coal porter his wife and child in one room and John 
Crispin and his wife in another single  room.
Number 12 has George Rowland, a bottle washer, his wife and four 
children occupying two rooms, whilst William Roach, an Irish Labourer 
and his wife living in another. John Kingshot, a boot finisher, his wife and 
4 children have the last room.
Number 13 is one of the larger houses and has John Collins his wife and 
five children in four rooms and Williams Worsfold his wife, eight children 
and his father in law also with four rooms.
Number 14 is a six roomed dwelling with William Meyer a Piano porter 
from Germany, wife and 4 children in 4 rooms, George Wahl, also from 
Germany with his wife and child in one room and a widow, Julia Daley, a 
washerwoman in the remaining room.
It is difficult to believe that there could be a transition of occupancy of 
Mayfield Buildings from working poor in 1891 to thieves and prostitutes 
and back to working poor again in 1901.
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THE LAST VOYAGE OF HMS GANGES.

Alphons was among a group of musicians or bandsmen who joined HMS 
Ganges in Sheerness Dockyard on 19th September 1857. He was not in the 
Royal Navy but appears to have been a civilian employee of the Officer 
group on board. This somewhat ambiguous situation was not unusual 
aboard Royal Navy vessels at this time.  Presumably there was no 
provision in the Royal Navy system for non sailors or allied tradesmen to 
be included in the crew, so that the a system grew up whereby the officer 
group covered the cost of having musicians and bandsmen on board.
The band on the Ganges consisted of one German born “musician” and 
nine “bandsmen”.  This is the same number to those on board HMS 
Agamemnon, a 91 gun ship of the line, whereas a similar size vessel, HMS 
Algiers, had a musician and 15 bandsmen.
The Ganges was a wooden sailing vessel and had recently been assigned as 
the flagship of the Pacific Squadron of the Royal Navy, based at 
Vancouver Island, British Columbia.  They were ready to embark on its 
first journey to Canada in that role.
The Ganges is described as  84-gun second-rate ship of the line . Her 
length was 193 FT 10 IN (59.1 M) and the gundeck beam  52 FT 4½ IN 
(16.0 M)  Not a spacious vessel for the 720 officers and crew on board, plus 
the Admiral, his wife and staff officers.
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The journey from the Kent coast to Vancouver Island was to take from that 
September in 1857 until October of the following year, thirteen months at 
sea.
Leaving Sheerness Naval dockyard on Saturday 19th September the 
Ganges arrived at Spithead on 22nd  September having passed by the 
Beachey Head Lighthouse the previous day at Noon. They remained there 
at anchor until 17th October.  Spithead is a protected area of water off the 
Hampshire coast and was often used as a staging and marshalling area for 
ships of the Royal Navy.  Presumably the time spent here was for the 
purpose of bedding in a new crew, checking stores etc.  For the 
landlubbers aboard, like Alphons, whilst this was all new experience  and 
needing to adjust to the ways of the Navy,  being in sight of  land and not 
being able to go ashore,  must have been frustrating.
We do not know what Alphons expected when he signed up for this 
voyage, but it was unlikely that he would have anticipated the menu. The 
Royal Navy diet consisted primarily of salt beef and pork, peas,  oatmeal, 
butter, cheese, ship’s biscuit (also called hardtack or ship’s bread), and 
Duff, a pudding made of flour and suet.
 
  This diet would be varied with fresh fish, meat, and vegetables in the 
early stages of a voyage, however with no refrigeration, this fresh fare 
naturally soon ran out.
On leaving Spithead, the Ganges headed out into the English channel and 
two days later they were off Portland and two further days took them into 
the Bay of Biscay.  Biscay at any time of the year is noted for gales and 
bad  weather, however this October 
appears to have been fine and with a good 
following wind, the Ganges made good 
time across and were safely off Finistere by 
the 20th.   After that, a good run down the 
coast of Portugal saw them  anchored off 
the island of Madeira by the 25th October. 
The gunners had plenty of practice that day 
with a 21 gun salute to the Portuguese flag and a seven gun for the English 
Consul going ashore.
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The following day, being a Monday, it was time to scrub hammocks and 
wash clothes, then all hands were employed in “cleaning the ship 
throughout”
No shore leave either at Madeira, although there was much coming and 
going by the upper echelons visiting their counterparts ashore and no 
doubt wining and dining.  However the October weather was much sunnier 
than the north European climate, so that whatever  leisure time the crew 
might have had was spent in reasonable comfort 
Set sail at first light on Wednesday and by midday were off Palma one of 
the Canary Islands and probably the first “tropical volcanic island” that 
Alphons had ever seen.   On good days the coast of Africa was also visible.
The weather conditions remained good and by the 5th  November they were 
off the Cape Verde group of islands and eight days later they crossed the 
equator.
The ships log makes no mention of the “crossing 
the line” ceremony which was always carried out 
by vessels crossing the equator.  All first timers had 
to endure this ceremony and there is no reason to 
suppose that Alphons would have escaped the 
ministrations of Neptune and Davie Jones.
It is to be hoped that Alphons and his fellow landlubbers had fully 
recovered from the rigours of crossing the line by the time they reached 
Rio de Janeiro on 29th November.  There had been a brief delay the 
previous day when one of the crew fell overboard, however he was safely 

recovered. This part of the journey of over 
5000 miles had taken 41 days of actual 
sailing, and 71 days on board. As far as we 
know, none of the crew members had been 
ashore in all that time.
Brazil  in 1857 was a monarchy and Rio de 
Janeiro was the capital. With  less than a 
quarter of a million inhabitants, compared 
to more that seven million today, it was 
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obviously different in many ways to the modern city noted for “Carnivale” 
and violence. The harbour at Rio is regarded as being one of the wonders 
of the modern world, more important perhaps to the average seaman is that 
is was a protected anchorage.
The Ganges spent close to two weeks in Rio, and it is hoped the men were 
allowed ashore, although the ship's log makes no mention of this.

Underweigh again on Saturday 13th December heading for Valparaiso via 
Cape Horn.  Christmas Day was spent at sea and they continued on, 
passing by the Falkland Islands on the 28th.  Although there was a Royal 
Navy station at Port Stanley, the 
Ganges did not put in there and 
rounded the Horn on 5th January, 
New Years Day having been 
celebrated in the usual manner.
Sailing around Cape Horn is 
generally accepted as  being the 
most dangerous leg of any 
voyage by a vessel in those 
parts, and especially so in the 
days of sail.  Mountainous 
waves, horrifying  winds, and 
icy temperatures challenged even the most experienced captains. There 
was a kind  of short cut through the Strait of Magellan, however the 
passage was narrow, often deadly, and rarely taken by Royal Navy 
commanders.
Since the early days of European navigation in the New World, some 800 
ships have sunk off the cape, and the winds are at their worst during the 
austral summer (November to March), but this was the only time to go to 
avoid the ice of the winter.
The run up the coast of Patagonia as it was known then, took another two 
weeks.
Valparaiso was finally sighted on 23rd January and they anchored the 
following day, although thick fog delayed the arrival for some hours. 
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Valparaiso is literally “Paradise Valley” in Spanish,and paradise it no doubt 
was for sailors and landlubbers alike after the rigours of rounding the 
Horn. The temperatures had also been gradually rising and the subtropical 
climate of Valparaiso was a welcome relief from the Arctic temperatures of 
the Horn and straits of Magellan.
The vessel remained at anchor off Valparaiso for close to two months. Rear 
Admiral Baynes was obviously  in no hurry to reach his base in Vancouver 
to take up his post in charge of the Pacific squadron .  Perhaps he too was 
glad of a subtropical holiday, although the port city was not the playground 
that it is today.  Or it may be he was inspecting his new domain as he went 
along.
The next port of call for the Ganges was Arica, the most northerly city in 
Chile, where they arrived on the 5th April, with some very large sunfish 
alongside.  Arica is known as the “city of eternal spring” another sub 
tropical paradise for the normally sun starved mariners from the northern 
hemisphere.
They did not stay long in Arica, however and proceeded to make their way 
to Callao,  Peru where they arrived on 5th April, having seen numerous 
pods of whales, quite close to the ship on several occasions.
In 1857 there had been a revolution in Peru, where the revolutionaries had 
taken control of most of their navy's warships. Two of these ships stopped 
and robbed a British mail steamer. To protect British shipping, and 
interests in the area, the Pacific Squadron had intervened. By this time the 
British Consul General in Lima had been mortally wounded during an 
assassination attempt, because he had finalised a treaty for the supply of 
guano with the Peruvian Government that had effectively deprived the 
revolutionaries of their source of finance. However, by March 1858 the 
revolution was over and the rebels had handed back the warships to the 
Peruvian Government. 

Rear admiral Byrne perhaps considered that all was not over and the 
Ganges remained in the area until the end of August.  From time to time, 
parties of marines were sent ashore for “training”, and the vessel patrolled 
up and down the coast on a regular basis.
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The final leg of the journey to Vancouver Island began on August 30th 

1858,  and after passing the Galapagos Islands, Ganges put well out to sea. 
The journey took close to six weeks to complete, the track well away from 
the coast was possibly deliberate in order to avoid any chance of becoming 
embroiled in the civil war going on in Mexico at the time.

34



Alphons Eder – Street Musician

The 4th October 1858 saw the Ganges finally moored in the harbour at the 
Royal Navy base at Esquimalt on Vancouver Island . Esquimalt harbour 
had been  the headquarters of the Pacific Squadron since 1842, and there 
were already two other Navy vessels in the harbour.

There was a dockyard there and hospital buildings which had been erected 
by the navy to deal with casualties from the Crimean war.  
Ganges remained in Esquimalt until the following June when a short 
voyage was made to Valparaiso.

There is no record of the life of the sailors and marines whilst at the base. 
Esquimalt had been established as a harbour and Naval depot as part of the 
the settlement of  Vancouver, the whole of the island having been leased by 
the Hudsons Bay Company from the British Crown for seven shillings a 
year. 

The Royal Engineers at Vancouver  were being paid a bonus of “colonial 
pay” of four shillings a day on top of their normal pay of one shilling and 
tuppence halfpenny.  This was supposed to be some sort of encouragement 
to prevent them from deserting and joining the gold rush. There is no 
record that the Marines and sailors were being paid this bonus.

The main settlement was a few miles away from the Esquimalt harbour at 
Victoria, which also had its own harbour,  and there were also recently 
built barracks for the Royal Engineers.

The population of the area had been greatly expanded in recent months by 
the arrival of gold prospectors from California following the discovery of 
gold on the Fraser river. The population of Victoria township itself had 
more than doubled in one day by the arrival on Sunday 25th April of the 
steamship Commodore with 450 prospectors on board. By the time of the 
arrival of the Ganges in October it is estimated that more that 16,000 more 
had arrived.
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Perhaps the first major function at which the newly arrived band was to 
appear was the formal proclamation of the colony of British Columbia in 
November 1858. This ceremony took place in Victoria,  the administrative 
centre of the province at that time. It has been said that the presence of 
Royal Navy ships and the bands that many of them carried contributed to 
the musical life of Victoria.  Whilst HMS Ganges was on station at 
Esquimalt, William K. Horne, the Assistant Paymaster  wrote the 
Vancouver Island Waltz in 1860, which  was probably the first music 
composed locally.

Throughout his quite long life, Alphons was to experience many contrasts 
between his birthplace and the various places he was to visit, but the 
differences between Laibach and the towns of Vancouver Island, would 
have been the greatest that he would ever know.   Comparing  the prospect 
of the ancient city of Laibach, still medieval in many ways with  the 30 
year old settlement of Victoria, then the phrase the “new world” must have 
come to life.  

Whilst the harbours and dockside areas would have been much the same as 
any that had been visiting on the voyage, the townscape  itself was entirely 
different.  The presence of thousands of would be gold miners attempting 
to find temporary accommodation, whilst  preparing themselves for the 
journey to the diggings placed an enormous pressure on both the residents 
and the place itself.  Having only been established in 1830, as a fortified 
depot for the Hudson Bay Company, Victoria residents had had scant time 
to put up a full range of substantial structures for occupation and to 
conduct business. 

The single main street was 
flanked on either side by 
simple wooden structures, 
purveying the limited range of 
goods available at that time, as 
well as the hotel. At the far 
end, situated on a high point 
overlooking the harbour was 
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the Anglican church, itself also a timber building at this time. It has been 
estimated that in a period of less than 6 month more than 200 buildings 
had been erected.  With a paucity of building materials, it is not surprising 
that these were for the most part little more than shanties.

The arrival of so many Americans as gold miners, had a perturbing effect 
on the administration, so much so that they requested additional military 
assistance, presumably to forestall any takeover or coup.  In February 1859 
HMS Tribune arrived at Esquimalt with 150 Marines on board that had 
been specially recruited from men serving in China.  The military presence 
was later bolstered with the arrival of a detachment of 220 Royal 
Engineers.  How such small numbers would have handled a rebellion of 
20,000 Americans, should that have taken place, one can only surmise.

The logs of the Ganges did not record if the Admiral was on board each 
time the vessel left the harbour.

During the early part of 1859, various short voyages were recorded in the 
log, including one to Valparaiso in June and not returning to Esquimalt 
until August.  During this time a significant event was taking place on 
Vancouver Island.

The Oregon Treaty of June 15, 1846 had decided the boundary of the lands 
of the United States and Britain "along the forty-ninth parallel of north 
latitude to the middle of the channel which separates the continent from 
Vancouver Island, and thence southerly through the middle of the said 
channel, and of Juan de Fuca Strait, to the Pacific Ocean."
Unfortunately,  there are  two straits which could be called the middle of 
the channel: Haro Strait, along the west side of the San Juan Islands; and 
Rosario Strait, along the east side.
As this matter had not been resolved by 1856, a boundary commission was 
set up, but even this could not produce a resolution, so that both countries 
claimed sovereignty over San Juan Islands.  In the meantime the Hudsons 
Bay company had established a sheep ranch on San Juan Island, and by 
mid 1859 over 25 American settlers had also arrived.
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On June 15, 1859,  an American farmer named Cutler, who had moved 
onto the island claiming rights to live there, found a large black boar eating 
his vegetables, and a man stood by laughing.  In a rage, Cutler shot the pig. 
The pig belonged to an Irishman,  Charles Griffin,  employed by the 
Hudson's Bay Company to run the sheep ranch. Griffin owned several pigs 
which roamed freely. Up to this time Cutler and Griffin had got on well, so 
the former offered  $10  as compensation, but Griffin demanded $100.   A 
formal complaint to the British authorities ensued and a threat to arrest 
Cutler produced a call from the Americans for military protection, which 
then escalated.  66 American soldiers arrived at San Juan Island with 
orders to prevent the British from landing. Three  warships  were sent to 
counter the Americans, until by August 10, 1859, 461 Americans with 14 
cannons were facing  five British warships mounting 70 guns and carrying 
2,140 men. No shots were fired.
 A few days earlier, Rear Admiral Baynes had 

returned from a voyage to Valparaiso, so the the 
governor of the Colony of Vancouver Island, 
ordered him to land marines on San Juan Island 
and engage the American soldiers. Baynes refused, 
deciding that "two great nations in a war over a 
squabble about a pig" was foolish.  The local 
commanding officers on both sides had been 

given essentially the same orders, to defend themselves but not to fire the 
first shot. 
The matter was resolved with an agreement between the two governments 
for small token forces to be left on the islands, and this remained, for many 
years.
The rear admiral's tour of duty was coming to an end and on 4th September 
1860, HMS Ganges left Vancouver to return to England. Lady Baynes, her 
daughter and two maids were the only females on board.
The voyage was for the most part uneventful, with a brief stop at 
Valparaiso and Christmas at sea, by 24th April they were anchored off 
Spithead.  The voyage ended when they moored off Sheerness harbour on 
16th May. This was to be the last voyage for HMS Ganges, the vessel later 
being converted as a training vessel.
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